Spregeteme~

June 16, 1954

Dear Josh:

I hope you will pardon the long delay in answering your
letter of May 19th. This was in part due to the fact that I did not
have all the details that you wished, I have since obtained them
from Michigan, and I am enclosing a summary copy. In addtion, the
information I have obtained from Michigan suggests that the Administration
is going to delay things so that a decision will not be reached until
after the Symposium in July.

There is no point here in discussing some of the fine points which
you raised in your letter, I agree with them in principle and they can
indeed be very telling arguments in discussions amongst honest intellectuals,
They would have very little revelance, however, for Mr, McCarthy.

Sincerely yours,

S



*“First, aboul Harkel. He was & mewber of the L.”. from & fairly
early agu- active in college, but the first action :f laportance was
going to Spain in 1937 while abtili in osollege. ¥hile in spain he was
on the executlive comaibttee of the Lincoln iattallion. In the early
forties he was executive secretary of the C.P. in Los anpeles area.

In 1941-2 he joined the Herchant Harine being unable Lo get late
the air Force or Army. After the war he went to Hopkins for graduate
work and while there was only slightly active politically. #hile
doing podt-graduate work with Deadle, his only activity was =ith the
"irts Sciences and Frofesaions®., oSince ocoming here in 1950 he has had
no acbivities,

His reas:ns for decrease in sctivity were not, he s:;s, due to a
change in his political ideas or ideals, bub rether Lo & change in his
evaluatlon of the {.P. He says that he never was s Stalinist in the
sense that he belleved zll was well in hussia. Bub he wis and provably
still is & Marxist and hoped that the American inteliectuals would ve
ablé to take over the parhy. <hen it was olsar Lo hias that the
politlcans running the party were nci free to think for theamsclves, he
left, I am reporting all of this becsuse it 1s inforsmation that Clea
thinks i3 pertinent for people arsund hare,

w“hen he was approachad by the Clardy comaittee, he was told that
they knew he was naxl novw o member and if he would cooperate in closed
heurings and discuss 1l asscciatidns hie would be treated nicely and
have no publiciby. “hen whis cffer was refused, the subpoens was
gubstituted. iHe refused to testiiy on the grounds of the lst and Sth.
The motives were (1} unwillingness to cooperate with the comzities
(2) unwillingness to ve an informer. 48 you kKnow one cannst legally.
refuse to discuss ssaociates when discussing aclivities.



